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were harshly treated, and they have retaliated.
The worst customs of ecclesiastical journalism
and pamphleteering have been continued
by a party which started with the singular
advantage of being free from an evil tradition
in this respect. Not that they were worse
than their rivals in this matter, but that
those rivals had the excuse that with "them
scurrility was hereditary. The new party
has also shown itself peculiarly gregarious.
From 1848 onward its members have grouped
themselves into combinations for mutual
support, which has often turned out to be a
mutual encouragement against the desires
of authority. They would deny that they
supported each other against the law; but
they failed to discover that secular courts
did not bind them until they had exhaustively
proved that from those courts they could
expect no countenance. On the side of
doctrine they have consistently asserted,
not that their teaching is one that may be
lawfully held in the English Church, but that
it has exclusive claims to acceptance, and
therefore they have approved the attempts
that have been made to narrow the terms of
communion. They were not guilty of the
effort to exclude Mr. Gorham from a benefice,
to which he had been presented, for the